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A Young Advocate of Hellenic Learning  Makes his Quest Impressively Felt
Zachary Rousseas, a sophomore in the Senior High School of Syosset in Long Island (student population, 2000 approx.), has a strong motivation to delve in studies of the Greek language, history and culture. He feels that if he has a chance to do so, he would not only satisfy his innate cultural longings as a third-generation Greek-American, but he would also be able to advantageously compete in his educational pursuits, now in high school and later in college and indeed in his future professional vocation. In contrast to most care-free teenagers, he thought it appropriate to make his school community aware of the benefits of learning Greek; sensing that the catalytic action of this idea, if expressed in the opinion page of his school newspaper, would be potentially helpful, he went into action: First, he surveyed people on the school scene, who could naturally offer meaningful and weighty comments, and then he sat down to compose a plain but effective, well documented article. We reprint his article in the “PULSE, The Heartbeat of Syosset,” (Vol. 51, No. IV 2009, p.7), with sincere admiration for its value as a potent favorable-action incentive to his class-mates and their parents, to his teachers, and quite importantly, to the Hellenic Community of Syosset; the latter could and should be expected to respond to the challenge by bearing the standard of raising the quality of education at the school for the benefit of all students , as he  reasoned in his write-up. 
We warmly congratulate him for courageously and adroitly advocating the introduction of Hellenic Studies in his School. We wish that his paradigm finds imitators among his peers having the same noble concerns, wherever they live and study in the United States. Heretofore, it was the parents’ desire to introduce their children to their Hellenic culture and language. Zachary’s proposal indicates a fundamental change in this process. It is the youth that demands a return to their Patrimonial Heritage. The parents must seize the

moment and act decisively to bring about the realization of this vision. All parents are called to action both within the family and collectively within the community.   Having no illusions on today’s economic realities, we wish to emphasize that the materialization of Zachary’s proposed action may come about only by an eager to be proactively involved and ready to provide active support as needed, local Hellenic community. Experience has taught us that the introduction of a new course in the schools, frequently meets

administrative resistance. This reality requires an articulate and publicly enhanced effort.

The Hellenic Link, Inc., and its members in the Advisory Council on Hellenic Education in particular, having relevant professional expertise, would be glad to give possible assistance in order to reinforce with appropriate guidance individual and group initiatives seeking the introduction of teaching of the Greek language in a public school. Those with a real interest in this type of educational advancement, being aware of the existence of  feasible prospects in the district of their residence,  can contact us by e-mail (info@helleniclink.org ) or telephone (718-2174285) for this purpose. 

We venture to say that the Heroes and the Martyrs of 1821 would be mighty happy at the message that Zachary is handing personally to each one of us with his article!  Here it is: 

It's All Greek To Me 

Zach Rousseas             at Syosset to fulfill the language 

Staff Writer                                  requirement £or graduation. 

                   .                         Senior Perey Roosseas said. “I 

would love to take that class be​cause being a Greek, I have always wanted to know the language and I know from experience that it can really he1p out with the SAT.” 

Sophomore Roy Cohen added, 

“Greek is a language with a great culture. I would love to learn it.” 

Sophomore Roxanna Navhi said "I love the culture. of Greece and it would help me so much with math and sci​ence. I could read the Rosetta Stone. That's a pretty neat trick!" 

Even Cafeteria Staff worker Dina Korkotas had a positive reaction when offering Greek was brought up on the lunch line. She said. “Yes. it should be taught here because there is SO much Greek history and it’s one of the original languages. It can help with all classes." 

. Adding the Greek lan​guage as a class in Syosset High School would obviously be a hit! 

Would you choose Greek  as your language if it was of​fered at Syosset High School? 

Students. both Greek and non-Greek. have expressed inter​est in studying the language. This can now become a possibility since Syosset has a teacher born and raised in Greece - Ms.Kefaliakos !
Although she enjoys teach- 

ing French. Ms. Kefaliakos has , indicated that she would love to i teach Greek. She says, "Study​ing Greek teaches so many words that can help with Sci​ence, English and the SATs.” 
The Greek language has many connections. to the Eng​lish language, which can help enhance vocabu1ary and also provide an extra advantage to math and science equations. 

Students. ranging from

fresh​men to seniors, as well as many staff members, have expressed a strong interest in offering Greek 

Α    Β    Γ    Δ    Ε    Ζ
Alpha     Beta    Gamma    Delta      Epsilon     Zeta

(al-fah)   (bay-ta) (gam-ma) (del-ta)    (ep-si-lon) (zay-tah)

Η    Θ    Ι    Κ    Λ   Μ
 Eta         Theta       Iota      Kappa   Lambda   Mu

(ay-tah (thay-tah)(eye-o-tah)(cap-pah)(lamb-dah) (mew)
Ν    Ξ    Ο    Π    Ρ    Σ
Nu            Xi       Omicron        Pi         Rho        Sigma

(new)       (xse)     (o-me-cron)     (pie)       (roe)      (sig-mah)

Τ    Υ    Φ    Χ    Ψ    Ω
Tau      Upsilon      Phi           Chi          Psi         Omega

 (taw)   (up-si-lon)    (fie)            (kie)       (sigh)      (oh-may-gah) 

The Greek Alphabet

The Political-Philosophical Dialogue of Adamantios Korais with Thomas Jefferson

For the occasion of Greece’s Independence Day 2009, we present in our Web Site a lecture-theme on an aspect of the Revolution of 1821 not widely known.  It concerns the profound communications exchanged between the Chian logios Adamantios Korais, who lived in France at the time of the Greek War of Independence, and the then past President of the United States Thomas Jefferson. The presentation is the product of impeccable research by Mr. Christopher Stratakis, Esq., who presented it as The Inaugural Rev. Basil Gregory Memorial Lecture of the Hellenic – American Chamber of Commerce, in 2008. The title of the Lecture was“Adamantios Korais-Thomas Jefferson and the Establishment of the Modern Greek State.” We are indebted greatly to Mr. Stratakis, an unfailingly warm supporter and member of the Hellenic Link, for graciously making available the text of his scholarly and enthusiastically received Lecture for a wider enlightenment and enjoyment by the public via the electronic media available to us.

The Commemoration of Greek Independence Day in the Community   

A wealth of celebratory events honoring the burst of the Greek War of Independence and the Liberation of Greece has been scheduled by numerous organizations this month.

The events communicated to us are all of high quality and educationally very meaningful for the Historical Event celebrated. We are pleased to bring them to the attention of our members with our strong encouragement to attend them, if possible:

The Friends of Hellenic Studies at the Richard Stockton College of New Jersey  will celebrate the historical milestone with Yannis Simonides, who in a theatrical performance will present excerpts of the Memoirs of General Makrygiannis in Greek and English. The performance will be accompanied by “Kleftika tragoudia” and a presentation of images of the Revolution. The event scheduled for Saturday March 21, 2009 at 4:00 p.m., will be held in the Alton Auditorium at the Pomona NJ campus of the College. Dinner and Entertainment will follow the Performance. To support the Hellenic Studies at Stockton, there will be an entrance fee of $35 for adults, $30 for Members, $15 for students, while children under 12 and all Greek School Students will enter free. Contact telephone for tickets and information: (609) 652-4830.

The Hellenic – American Chamber of Commerce together with other Hellenic civic or professional organizations will celebrate Greek Independence Day as The Second Annual Rev. Basil S. Gregory Memorial Lecture with the topic: “Rhigas Pheraios:

A Man for all Epochs” The Lecture will be given by Dr. S. Victor Papacosma, Professor of History at Kent State University, Executive Director, Modern Greek Studies Association. The event will be held at the Holy Trinity Cathedral Cultural Center,

337 East 74th Street, New York City on Monday, March 23,2009 at 7:30 p.m.. Reception will follow and Admission is Gratis. 

Members of the HL remember Dr. Papacosma as a pioneer of Greek culture, defender of Greek national issues, and a leading scholar among the fervent academics who formed the early nucleus of Hellenic Link in the late 70s. We should warmly welcome him back to New York to enrich the cultural life of our megalopolis on this auspicious occasion. 

The Center for Byzantine & Modern Greek Studies  of Queens College and the CUNYAcademy for the Humanities & Science present a Seminar at  the CUNY Graduate Center on:“ Immigrant Routes &Ethnic Routes: The Making of Identity and Community in Greek America” The Seminar is of the Series on the Modern Greek State.Guest Speaker will be Dr. Yiorgos Anagnostou, Associate Professor, Modern Greek Program, Ohio State University. Place of the Seminar: CUNY Graduate Center, 365 Fifth Ave. & 34th Street  Time: Thursday, April 2, 2009
The Seminar is co-sponsored by the Hellenic Arts & Letters Institute and the Hellenic Link, Inc. For information, contact telephone: 718-997.4520 or 212-817.7940
The Hellenic Link Was Featured in Hourly Program of Athens Radio 984FM
The weekly program “Με Παρρησία Ελληνικά” (“Outspokenly in Greek)”of

the Municipal Radio Station of Athens 984FM will be presenting shortly a transatlantic interview with the President of the Association, Dr. Costas Efthymiou. The 60-minute

interview conducted by the Director of the radio program, Mrs. Anna Valavanidou and the Reporter Mr. Antonis Karagiannakis, covered the objectives  and journey of the Hellenic Link from its very beginnings to the present time. In response to questions, the President highlighted with examples the pursuits of the Link over time in scientific, technological, cultural, and educational projects, aimed at the advancement of Greece and of Hellenism generally. Great emphasis was given to the present state of Hellenic Education in America and to the initiatives taken by the Link for the development of distance teaching/learning of the Greek language and for fulfillment of other educational needs of the Omogeneia. His interlocutors in Athens provided information on activities of organizations and agencies in Greece, related to Hellenic Education abroad. One such organization, the “Heritage of the Greek Language,” currently presided by Prof. Ligomenides, President of the Academy of Athens, has had direct contacts with the HL.   In this respect, it became clear that a more frequent exchange flow of information would be mutually desirable and helpful. The President dwelled on the need of cooperation among the primary actors in the field of Hellenic Studies on a global basis, which can facilitate solution of regional problems and promote transference of experience between segments of the worldwide Hellenism. A successful conduct of innovative educational practices in America, such as those exemplified by the Charter Schools or the interactive distance teaching of the Greek language through teleconferencing using the internet, could stimulate analogous informed initiatives by groups of Hellenes elsewhere in the world. 

The host program is jointly sponsored by the Greek Parliament and the House of Representatives of Cyprus and broadcasted both domestically and internationally: it is simultaneously transmitted by the London Greek Radio and relayed

by stations in Germany, Canada, Bulgaria, and soon in South Africa. In the near future, it is planned to reach New York and Chicago via local Greek radio programs. Alternatively, 

it can be received everywhere by use of the internet at the site www.athina984fm.gr   

 The Program is on the air every Saturday at 5:p.m., Greek time. Past archived broadcasts can be heard at the above site at any time.

Invitation to an Important Cultural Event       

The members of the Hellenic Medical Society of New York and of the Hellenic Link, Inc. and their guests are cordially invited to the Annual Memorial D. Flessas M.D. Lecture-Event jointly organized by our two Organizations:

         Hellenic Medical Society of New York

and

The Hellenic Link, Inc.

Cordially invite you to attend the:

Dr. Demetrios Flessas Ninth Annual Memorial Lecture  

His professional life was a paradigm of honoring the Hippocratic Ideals exemplifying a compassionate and 

humanitarian medical practice among Hellenes and Americans.

Alzheimer’s Disease 

Introductions: 

Prof. Constantine Efthymiou – President, The Hellenic Link

 Dr. George John Tsioulias – President, Hellenic Medical Society of New York

Moderator:

 Peter Tsairis, MD

Guest Speakers:

Andreas J. Adams, Ed.D., NCC, ACSW
Clinical Assistant Professor of Psychiatry

College of Medicine, Director

Community Support Service at SUNY Downstate
Nikolaos K. Robakis, Ph.D.
Professor of Neuroscience and

First A.P. Slaner Professor for Alzheimer disease research

Mount Sinai School of Medicine, NYU

Nicolaos Scarmeas, M.D, M.Sc.

Associate Professor of Neurology

Columbia University Medical Center

Thursday, April 2, 2009 at 7:00 pm

Location:

Archdiocesan Cathedral Cultural Center

                                       337 East 74th Street, New York, NY 10021

 Reception will follow*

                R.S.V.P. by March 30, 2008 at: (212) 683-4447(HMS); (718) 217-4285(HL)

* Buffet Dinner kindly contributed by Kanes Diner (44-15 College Point Blvd., Flushing) 

  The Relationship Between Hellenism and Christianity:

A Most Interesting Book by Rev. Dr. Demetrios Constantelos

Professor Dr. NicholaosBratsiotis, Director of the “Etairia ton Philon tou Laou" announced the publication of the book "Alleloperichorisis Christianismou kai Ellenismou" (interrelationship between Christianity and Hellenism} written by the Rev: Professor Demetrios Constantelos, a retired clergyman of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese and the Charles Cooper Townsend Sr. Distinguished Professor Emeritus of History and Religion, and Distinguished Research Scholar in Residence at The Richard Stockton College of New lersev "This book should be of interest to any educated person, to Greek Orthodox Christians and non Orthodox alike. The book examines extensively the Hellenic background of early Christianity, its growth and theological development in a Hellenic intellectual and cultural milieu. It was issued in the series of the Center for Byzantine Research of "Oi Philoi tou Laou," one of the oldest Educational Institutions of Greece, established in 1865. In addition to public lectures and publications, this highly respected organization runs an Open University for retired professionals and other interested people.
Dr. Constantelos'newbook is divided in three sections and includes twelve chapters, which examine topics on religion, philosophy and history, from late antiquity to the late Byzantine Era. The executive editor and director of the publishing arm of the Organization provides the Prologue of Father Constantelos' 
book and writes that "all the themes discussed in this volume are of extreme interest and can be read by scholars and the educated laity alike. Anyone with spiritual and intellectual interests will enjoy reading this book, in addition to learning new and challenging points of view". Professor Constantelos' previous and acclaimed book "Elleniki Efpoiia kai Ellenochristianiki Philanthropia" is a second, revised and improved edition in Greek of his "Byzantine Philanthropy and Social Welfare," published in 2008 by the Vanias Publishing Company in Thessaloniki. It has had a wide circulation in both English and Greek. Specialists and other readers alike have characterized it as a "'classic", a "milestone" and as an "eye opener", a must reading for Greek Orthodox and non Orthodox Christians alike.
The first of the two books described here sells for $30.00 and the second for $45.00. Both books can be obtained through the office of The Interdisciplinary Center for Hellenic Studies at the Richard Stockton College of New jersey. All proceeds are donated for the promotion of Hellenic Studies Greek Orthodox Christianity, Greek language, history, philosophy and the arts, at Stockton. Write your check in the name of Stockton Foundation Hellenic Studies, and address it to Professor Dr Tom Papademetriou, Director, ICHS. Richard Stockton College, Pomona, New jersey 08240.
(Reprinted from The Hellenic Voice-The Richard Stockton College of New Jersey, Spring 2009)

Editor’s Note: we wish to remind our readers that the recent Lecture by the Rev. Dr. Demetrios Constantelos on Hellenic Education in America is currently posted on 

the Hellenic Link Web Site. Make sure to visit the site for it.

Professionals and students in every discipline or field of endeavor, whether of Greek Descent or Philhellenes, are cordially invited to join the Hellenic Link, Inc. as members. It is quite easy and useful! Just contact us at any of the following addresses.

                                                THE HELLENIC LINK, Inc.                  

                     A NON PROFIT CULTURAL AND SCIENTIFIC ASSOCIATION 

                                        OF HELLENES AND PHILHELLENES
                                            INCORPORATED IN DELAWARE

                         Suite No. 278, 38-11 Ditmars Blvd, Astoria, New York 11105  

               Web Site: http://www.helleniclink.org             Email: info@helleniclink.org 
                                              Contact Telephone : (718) 217- 4285     
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